190                    ENGLAND     ALONE,     l8o8
were at war with the island State that had stopped their trade, sunk
their treasure ships, and blockaded their ports; their only thought
of England was as a common enemy of the hated oppressor. Moved
by the same impulse as their brethren in Seville, the country gentry
and clergy of the remote Asturian valleys, gathered in defiant con-
clave at Oviedo, decided on May 30th to appeal to London. That
night, armed with formal powers by the Provincial Council of
Asturias, -the historian Toreno and five other emissaries set out and
after an adventurous voyage, arrived at Falmouth on June 6th. The
opportunity for which Pitt had sought so long, and of which his
successors had grown to despair, had come at last.